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Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju, on Thursday, 
expressed disappointment 
over the Opposition's con-
duct during the ongoing 
Winter Session, highlighting 
the disruption in Parliamen-
tary proceedings. 

Speaking in the Lok Sabha, 
Rijijiu condemned Opposi-
tion leaders for wearing jack-
ets with “Modi-Adani Ek 
Hai’ written on them. 

He said the Speaker had 
said issues of both sides (the 
treasury and Opposition) 
would be heard but ''they 
(the Opposition) have come 
to Parliament in coloured 
clothes.'' 

An agitated Rijiju pointed 
out that they (the Opposition 
members) have broken the 
rules that don’t allow placards 
inside the house. ''Wearing 
coloured clothes they have 
started a fashion show outside 
Parliament. They have hurt 
the 'garima' (dignity) of Par-
liament. So, I condemn the 
Opposition party. They 
should not misbehave. What-
ever the Business Advisory 
Committee (BAC) has decid-
ed should be complied with,'' 
he affirmed. 

He further said that the 
Opposition should let the 
reply of the Railway Minister 
continue. He requested the 
Chair that the next Bill listed 
in the agenda should also 
be taken up today. He further 
said that there was no place 
for 'hungama' (ruckus).  ''By 
doing hungama, you don't 
get votes.  People will like 
you if you maintain good 
behaviour. People want to 
hear the debate,'' he stressed. 

BJP member Jagdambika 
Pal, who was in the Chair, 
said everybody decided in 
the BAC that the Bills would 
be taken up. ''You all decided 

that the bill should be taken 
up. You (the Opposition) 
participated in the debate 
yesterday.  Now, you should 
listen to the reply of the 
minister,'' he said. 

The Railway (Amend-
ment) Bill is underway in 
the Lok Sabha for discussion 
and passing. Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw's reply 
was interrupted by opposi-
tion parties in the  
House. 

Opposition MPs led by 
the Congress intensified 
their protest over the Adani 
issue staging a demonstration 
on the Parliament premises. 
They wore jackets symbol-
ising their protest over the 
Adani issue which men-
tioned: "Modi Adani Ek Hai, 
Adani safe hai". 

However, the INDIA bloc 
allies, the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC), and Samajwadi 
Party (SP), didn’t join the 

protest. 
Dressed in black jackets 

emblazoned with "Modi 
Adani Ek Hai, Adani Safe 
Hai", the lawmakers raised 
slogans such as "Modi Adani-
Bhai Bhai" and "We Want 
JPC". 

Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi and Wayanad MP Priyanka 
Gandhi were seen partici-
pating in the protest. 

The Opposition parties 
led by Congress have been 
demanding the arrest of 
Adani Group Chairman Gau-
tam Adani following his 
alleged indictment in a 
bribery case in the United 
States. 

Parliament proceedings 
have been stalled since the 
beginning of the Winter Ses-
sion amid protests by oppo-
sition parties over the Adani 
issue and violence in Manipur 
and Sambhal.
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T
he BJP on Thursday 
launched a scathing 
attack on Leader of 
Opposition in Lok 

Sabha Rahul Gandhi accusing 
him of being hand-in-glove 
with foreign forces aimed at 
''destabilising India''.   

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party head-
quarters here, BJP MP and 
national spokesperson Sambit 
Patra said, "There are certain 
forces that want to break 
India and play with its unity, 
and do not want India to 
progress. Recently, on Decem-
ber 2, a French newspaper 
called Mediapart revealed 
some shocking facts that are 
very serious." 

The BJP MP alleged that 
Rahul Gandhi is part of a 
"triangle" along with billion-
aire investor George Soros 
and news portal Organised 
Crime and Corruption Report-
ing Project (OCCRP) aimed 
at destabilising India. 

"We are going to talk about 
this dangerous triangle which 

is trying to destabilise India. 
In this triangle, on one side, 
it is George Soros from Amer-
ica, some agencies of America, 
another side of the triangle 
is a big news portal named 
OCCRP...the last and the 
most important side of the 
triangle is Rahul Gandhi, 
'traitor of the highest order'. 
I am not scared to say this 
word...I don't have any hes-
itation to call the LoP Lok 
Sabha a traitor," the BJP MP 
said. 

"It's notable that Rahul 

Gandhi consistently finds 
himself at the forefront of 
issues that compromise 
national interests. Moreover, 
he attracts admiration from 
individuals and groups that 
have anti-India sentiments," 
Patra said.  

"All anti-Indians and all 
those who hate India love 
Rahul Gandhi. What could 
be the underlying reasons 
behind that? The answer is 
clear!'' the BJP MP said. 

Accusing the Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha of 

betraying the country, Patra 
claimed that Rahul Gandhi 
follows the directives of the 
OCCRP. 

"OCCRP is a global media 
agency, crores of people read 
what they publish...Open 
Society Foundation is a big 
funder of this agency...it is 
George Soros's 
foundation...such agencies 
work for the interest of the 
people who fund them...LoP 
Rahul Gandhi betrays the 
whole country...OCCRP dic-
tates and Rahul Gandhi fol-
lows," he added. 

Patra alleged Rahul Gandhi 
and US billionaire George 
Soros of sharing a common 
goal of destabilising  
India. 

"If OCCRP is hurt, Rahul 
cries, if Rahul cries, OCCRP 
feels pain. These are two 
entities, their soul is one... 
whatever (George) Soros says, 
Rahul says the same. Soros 
wants bad for India, Rahul 
Gandhi also wants bad for 
India... Salil Shetty accom-
panied him on the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra that he had started. 
Salil Shetty is Vice President 

of George Soros' Open Society 
Foundation. In this way they 
are two bodies and one soul,"
he said. 

Patra highlighted revela-
tions from the French news-
paper Mediapart, calling
them "extremely grave." 

He claimed the "dangerous 
triangle" undermining India's 
unity involved Soros' Open 
Society Foundation, OCCRP, 
and Rahul Gandhi. 

"George Soros, based in 
the US, funds OCCRP, a 
global media organisation 
with around 50 partners 
worldwide. The third corner, 
directly linked to India, is 
Rahul Gandhi," Patra alleged. 

He alleged that OCCRP's 
investigative reports are influ-
enced by Soros' financial 
support. 

"If 70 per cent of an organ-
isation's funding comes from 
one source, it cannot claim 
neutrality. OCCRP serves the 
interests of Soros and hidden 
US agencies aiming to desta-
bilise nations," Patra said 
and claimed that Rahul Gand-
hi's actions often align with 
the OCCRP's narratives. 

BJP attacks Rahul Gandhi, says 
hand-in-glove with foreign forces

Rijiju slams Oppn members for 
protesting in black jackets in LS

Jharkhand Cabinet expanded with 11 MLAs sworn in as ministers
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The Hemant Soren-led Jhark-
hand government expanded 
the cabinet on Thursday with 
the induction of eleven new 
ministers.  

State Governor Santosh 
Kumar Gangwar administered 
the oath of office and secrecy 
to the new ministers at a cer-
emony held at the Raj Bhawan 
this afternoon. 

The cabinet now includes 
representation from Congress, 
the RJD, and the JMM, reflecting 
the alliance's spectacular victory 
in the recent state assembly 
polls. Among the MLAs that 
took oath as ministers on Thurs-

day, six belonged to Jharkhand 
Mukti Morcha (JMM) and four 
to Congress while the RJD was 
also given a single ministerial 
berth in the Soren cabinet. 

JMM MLAs Yogendra 
Prasad, Sudivya Kumar, Ramdas 
Soren, Hafizul Hasan, Deepak 
Birua, and Chamra Linda were 
sworn in as ministers. From 
Congress, four MLAs, including 

Shilpi Neha Tirkey, Irfan Ansari, 
Dipika Pandey Singh, and 
Radha Krishna Kishore, have 
been inducted into the cabinet 
of CM Soren. RJD MLA Sanjay 
Prasad Yadav was also sworn 
in as minister in the JMM-led 
Mahagathbandhan government 
in the state. 

The swearing-in ceremony 
commenced at noon with Pro-

tem Speaker Stephan Marandi 
taking the oath first. A senior 
JMM leader, Mr Marandi, was 
appointed during the first cab-
inet meeting held on 28 Novem-
ber. He will oversee the assem-
bly's proceedings until a per-
manent Speaker is elected. 

The ceremony was attended 
by prominent leaders, including 
CM Soren, Congress general 
secretary and state in-charge 
Ghulam Ahmed Mir, and RJD 
national general secretary Jay-
parkash Narayan Yadav among 
others. The cabinet appoint-
ments in the mineral-rich state 
reflect the power-sharing 
dynamics within the ruling 
alliance.  

It may be recalled that out 

of a total of 81 assembly seats, 
the JMM won 34, Congress 16, 
RJD 4, and CPI-ML won two 
seats, the alliance thus holding 
a comfortable majority of 56 
seats. The JMM-led alliance 
returned to power in November, 
defeating the BJP-led NDA, 
which won 24 seats. 

Mr Soren, who was sworn 
in as the chief minister on 28 
November, embarks on his 
new term in office, leading the 
state's efforts toward devel-
opment and governance under 
the alliance’s agenda. The cab-
inet has also announced a 
four-day assembly session 
from 9 to 12 December. Key 
legislative discussions are 
expected during this session.

BJP MP Sambit Patra alleged that Gandhi is part of a ‘triangle’ along with billionaire investor George Soros 

Divisive forces planning to spread 
conflict: Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath today  
remarked that the actions 
of Babur's commander in 
Ayodhya and Sambhal 500 
years ago, and the events 
happening in Bangladesh 
now, share the same under-
lying nature and intent. He 
cautioned against dismissing 
these issues as distant or 
irrelevant.  

In his address at the inau-
guration of the 43rd 
Ramayana Mela at Ram 
Katha Park here, the CM 
said, "Divisive forces are 
already active within our 
society, working relentlessly 
to erode social harmony and 
unity. These forces aim to 
create rifts, stir discord, and 
incite violence. Many of 
those who promote division 
have properties in various 
countries and will flee in 
times of crisis, leaving others 
to suffer." The CM urged 
everyone to draw inspiration 
from Lord Shri Ram's ideals 

and work towards realizing 
Prime Minister Modi's vision 
of 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat.' 

During the event, he also 
released a booklet and 
assured the committee of 
full government support.  
He encouraged them to 
explore innovative initiatives 
in Ayodhya, emphasizing 
the significance of research 
on the Ramayana and the 
restoration of Ayodhya 
Dham’s ancient glory. The 

CM affirmed that the gov-
ernment remains committed 
to this cause through sus-
tained and consistent efforts. 

Highlighting Lord Ram's 
legacy of unifying India and 
fostering social cohesion, 
Yogi stressed that a focus 
on unity could have pre-
vented foreign invasions 
and the desecration of sacred 
sites. He lamented that inter-
nal divisions and social 
hatred, fueled by adversaries, 
weakened the nation. He 
warned that remnants of 
these divisive forces persist 
today, exploiting caste-based 
politics to fracture the social 
fabric.  

The CM said, "Ayodhya 
has been a beacon of wisdom 
and welfare for humanity 
for thousands of years. It 
stands as a guiding light for 
the world, a land where no 
one would dare wage war. 
Free from hatred and conflict, 
Ayodhya offers solutions to 
global strife. By divine grace, 
Ayodhya Dham is emerging 
as a global spiritual and cul-
tural hub." 

Plea before SC 
challenges 
‘procedural lapses’ 
in CLAT 2025

NEW DELHI, 5 DECEMBER 
 

A plea has been filed before 
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the "procedural laps-
es" and "unequal treatment 
of candidates" during the 
conduct of the Common 
Law Admission Test (CLAT) 
2025, the entrance exami-
nation for admission to 5-
year integrated LL.B. and 
LL.M. programmes at Nation-
al Law Universities (NLUs).  

The plea said that the 
sealed envelopes were given 
to the candidates at 1.50 
p.m. at an examination 
centre while at another cen-
tre, such envelopes were 
given only after 2 p.m. 

"Since any candidate 
would require a few minutes 
to mention his/her Admit 
Card Number as well as 
Question Booklet Number 
and fill appropriate circles 
adjoining those numeric 
values, therefore, the can-
didates were not treated 
equally at all the centres 
due to procedural lapses in 
following the instructions 
for invigilators across different 
centres," it added. 

Further, the petition 
claimed a violation of the 
right to education guaranteed 
under Article 21A and the 
right to equality guaranteed 
under Article 14 of the Con-
stitution of India due to 
non-application of mind in 
releasing the wrong provi-
sional answer key. 

It stated that releasing 
an incorrect provisional 
answer key for nearly 12 
questions shows nothing 
but a lackadaisical attitude 
in the conduct of the exam-
ination by the Consortium 
of NLUs. AGENCIES  

BJP govt in Uttar Pradesh disregarding 
Places of Worship Act: Akhilesh Yadav
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Samajwadi Party President 
Akhilesh Yadav alleged here 
on Thursday that the BJP gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh was 
disregarding the Places of 
Worship Act. 

He said he can't understand 
what the BJP government 
wants by violating the law. 

Taking a dig at the ruling 
party for the recent survey of 
mosques in the state, he said, 
"Why is the BJP government 
not able to see Mount Kailash? 
If the BJP has the courage, it 
should go and do the survey 
of Mansarovar and Mount 
Kailash," he asked. 

In a statement, the SP pres-
ident reiterated his decision 
to visit Sambhal soon and 

help the people suffering from 
the government's apathy and 
get them justice. "I will continue 
to raise the Sambhal matter 
in the Lok Sabha and the 
Assembly and ensure justice," 
he assured. 

He said the BJP does injus-
tice to the weak and touch 
the feet of the powerful. "The 
fake patriots of the BJP should 
tell whether they will build 
the Rejangla Memorial at the 
same place demolished by 

China. People of the BJP do 
not speak against China. They 
do not have the courage to 
speak against China. The BJP 
does not have answers to the 
big questions of the country," 
he alleged.  

Mr. Yadav said there was 
a tussle between Lucknow 
and Delhi in the BJP and the 
brotherhood of the country 
and the Ganga-Jamuni culture 
are crushed in this. He said 
the BJP government wants to 
hide the truth in Sambhal. 

"Leader of the Opposition 
in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
Mata Prasad Pandey and the 
Samajwadi Party delegation 
were not allowed to go there. 
Even Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
was not allowed. The govern-
ment has imprisoned the peo-

ple who were victims of the 
Sambhal incidents by filing 
false cases. When the Sama-
jwadi Party delegation went 
to meet him in jail to inquire 
about his problems, the gov-
ernment suspended the jailer. 
The government is doing injus-
tice. We want the government 
to listen to us and take action 
against the culprits but this 
government does not want 
to listen to us," he alleged. 

The SP chief said words 
like DNA do not suit the chief 
minister. They should not use 
such language while wearing 
saffron robes. Only scientists 
should talk about DNA. But if 
a chief minister talks about 
DNA, we all want to get our 
DNA checked. The chief min-
ister should also get his DNA 
checked. 

Tejashwi writes to 
Nitish seeking 
rectification of flaws 
in BPSC exams
PATNA, 5 DECEMBER 

 
Leader of Opposition (LoP) 
and former Deputy Chief 
Minister of Bihar, Tejashwi 
Yadav, has expressed serious 
concerns over issues sur-
rounding the 70th Combined 
Preliminary Examination of 
the Bihar Public Service 
Commission (BPSC).   

In a letter to Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar, he highlighted 
the problems faced by can-
didates due to technical 
glitches and alleged admin-
istrative shortcomings. “Many 
candidates were unable to 
fill the application forms 
due to server failures in the 
final days before the deadline. 
This was a significant setback 
for hard-working aspirants. 
We demand immediate 
remedial action,” Yadav said. 
Tejashwi Yadav also criticised 
the ambiguity surrounding 
the implementation of the 
normalisation process for 
the examination. AGENCIES 

Rangeen Machli app to 
boost ornamental fish trade
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The ICAR-Central Institute 
of Freshwater Aquaculture 
(ICAR-CIFA) along with the 
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying, 
has developed the 'Rangeen 
Machhli' app with aims to 
support hobbyists, farmers, 
and professionals in the 
ornamental fish industry by 
providing multilingual, reli-
able, and comprehensive 
information on ornamental 
fish care, breeding, and 
maintenance. 

The app caters to a broad 
audience by offering content 
in eight Indian languages. 
It seeks to promote the orna-
mental fish trade and encour-
age informed fish-keeping 
practices while fostering a 
sense of community among 
enthusiasts and professionals.  

Some of the objectives 
of the Rangeen Machli App 
include providing informa-
tion on popular ornamental 
fish species and their care, 
promoting local businesses 
through dynamic directories 

of aquarium shops, enhanc-
ing knowledge of ornamental 
aquaculture techniques, 
thereby empowering fish 
farmers and shop owners 
and serving as an educational 
tool for newcomers and pro-
fessionals in the ornamental 
fish industry. 

Salient features of the 
"Rangeen Machhli" app as 
informed by ICAR are (i) 
Multilingual Support: Con-
tent is available in eight 
Indian languages, ensuring 
accessibility for a diverse 
audience, (ii) Comprehensive 
Fish Information: Provides 
detailed guidance on care, 
breeding, and maintenance 
of ornamental fish, (iii) "Find 
Aquarium Shops" Tool: A 
dynamic directory that allows 
users to locate nearby aquar-
ium shops, updated by shop 
owners themselves. 

An agitated Rijiju pointed out that they (the 
Opposition members) have broken the rules 
that donÊt allow placards inside the house. 
''Wearing coloured clothes they have started 
a fashion show outside Parliament. They have 
hurt the 'garima' (dignity) of Parliament. So, I 
condemn the Opposition party. They should 
not misbehave. Whatever the Business Advi-
sory Committee (BAC) has decided should be 
complied with,'' he affirmed. 
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‘Muslim mosques being targeted 
under a planned conspiracy’
‘We (Muslims) don't want appeasement. But don't target us. By attacking our mosques, shrines and the way we 
practice our religion, you are victimising us and this is not the India that J&K was a part of,’ said J&K CM
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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I
n a veiled attack at the 
ruling BJP, J&K Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
on Thursday said that 

our (Muslim) mosques and 
shrines are being targeted 
across the country as part of 
a "well-planned conspira-
cy." 

Talking to reporters on 
the sidelines of the 42nd 
foundation day function of 
the Sher-e-Kashmir Institute 
of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) 
in Srinagar, he said; “Our 
Constitution guarantees the 
right to live freely, irrespective 
of one’s religion or even if 
one chooses not to follow 
any religion. This fundamental 
principle of secularism must 
be upheld. However, a sys-
tematic effort seems to be 
underway to target our 
mosques and religious insti-
tutions. This is unaccept-
able.” 

“We (Muslims) don't want 
appeasement. But don't target 
us. By attacking our mosques, 

shrines and the way we prac-
tice our religion, you are vic-
timising us and this is not 
the India that J&K was a part 
of. This is not the India our 
founding fathers envisioned”, 
he said. 

In an obvious reference 
to BJP, Omar said through 
the Parliament you should 
get the word “Secular” deleted 
from the Constitution if you 

don’t want India to continue 
as a secular country. 

He said restoring the 
autonomy of SKIMS was his 
government’s top priority. 

Responding to questions 
about yesterday’s assassina-
tion attempt at Punjab’s for-
mer deputy CM and Akali 
Dal leader Sukhbir Singh 
Badal, Omar said that he 
spoke to Badal after the attack. 

It is a matter of concern if in 
daylight a former deputy CM 
can be attacked like this. This 
needs to be looked into. How 
did this happen and to ensure 
that it doesn't happen in the 
future”. 

Meanwhile, National Con-
ference (NC) president Dr. 
Farooq Abdullah and CM 
Omar Abdullah earlier in the 
morning, visited Naseem 

Bagh, Hazratbal, to pay trib-
utes to the founder of NC 
and former J&K Chief Minister, 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, 
on his 119th birth anniver-
sary. 

Popularly known as Sher-
e-Kashmir, Sheikh Moham-
mad Abdullah is remembered 
for his visionary leadership 
and his enduring contribu-
tions to Jammu and Kashmir. 
He was the father of NC Pres-
ident Dr. Farooq Abdullah 
and the grandfather of Chief 
Minister, Omar Abdullah.They 
also offered Fateha (special 
prayers) at his grave to honour 
his legacy and reaffirm their 
commitment to the ideals 
he stood for. Speaking on 
the occasion, Omar reflected 
on Sheikh Mohammad Abdul-
lah’s enduring impact on 
Jammu and Kashmir, stating, 
“Sher-e-Kashmir’s vision 
continues to inspire us to 
work tirelessly for the bet-
terment of our people. Today, 
we remember his sacrifices 
and reaffirm our dedication 
to his ideals of justice, equality, 
and communal harmony.”

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 5 DECEMBER 

 
The National Students' Union 
of India (NSUI) staged a 
protest here on Thursday 
against the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre, alleging 
it has failed to address several 
issues including paper leak,  
Agnipath scheme and 
Manipur situation. 

Members of the Congress’ 
student wing under the lead-
ership of its national president 
Varun Choudhary gathered 
at the Jantar Mantar, as part 
of its “Parliament March’’ 
protest against the ruling 
dispensation on issues of 
education and jobs, and the 
situation in the  strife-torn 
state of Manipur. 

They tried to march 
towards the Parliament to 
raise these issues but were 
stopped by the police. 

The NSUI demanded rein-
stating scholarships and fel-
lowships for students, includ-
ing the Maulana Azad Nation-
al Fellowship, to drop “false” 
cases against protesting stu-
dents across the country, 
ensuring strict implemen-
tation of reservation policies, 
stopping “paper leaks” and 

cracking down on exam 
scams.   

Among others included 
filling all 30 lakh vacant gov-
ernment posts immediately, 
scrapping the Agnipath 
scheme and immediate inter-
vention of the Centre to bring 
peace and normalcy in 
Manipur.   

It may be mentioned here 
that the ethnic clashes that 
erupted in the state of Manipur 
on May 3 last year continued 
unabated. Scores of people 
have lost their lives while 
thousands have been forced 
to take refuge in relief camps.  

Addressing the members 
of the NSUI, Choudhary 
accused the government of 
ignoring the plight of stu-
dents. 

He highlighted the “dis-
continuation of the Maulana 
Azad National Fellowship, 
regular and continuous paper 
leaks in public exams, no 
government vacancies, and 
failure to implement reser-
vation policies.” 

The NSUI chief  also 
accused the government of 
prioritising the interests of 
industrialist Gautam Adani 
over the welfare of the nation’s 
youth.   

Attacking the ruling BJP, 
he said, "This government 
has abandoned its respon-
sibility towards students, pri-
oritising corporate interests 
over education and employ-
ment. NSUI will continue to 
fight for the rights of students 
and the future of this country".  

PMeVIDYA DTH channel for sign language to be launched today
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 5 DECEMBER- 

 
Union Minister for Education 
Dharmendra Pradhan (photo) 
will launch the PM e-VIDYA 
DTH Channel No. 31 for 
Indian Sign Language (ISL) 
here on Friday. 

Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for 
Skill Development and Entre-
preneurship and Minister of 
State for Education Jayant 
Chaudhary will also grace 
the event that will witness 
participation of Hearing 
Impaired (HI) children, HI 
achievers, special educators, 
ISL certified interpreters and 
organisations working for 
mainstreaming the Hearing-
Impaired community. This 
critical initiative supports the 
objectives of the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
which recommends the pro-
motion of Indian Sign Lan-
guage to foster a more inclusive 
educational environment.   
Para 4.22 of NEP states that 
‘Indian Sign Language (ISL) 
will be standardised across 

the country and national and 
state curriculum materials 
developed for use by students 
with hearing impairment. 
Local sign languages will be 
respected and taught as well, 
where possible and relevant.  
An exclusive PM e-Vidya 
channel devoted to the pro-
motion of Indian Sign Lan-
guage has been conceptualised 
to promote ISL as a language 
as well as a school subject so 
that the larger population 

has access to learning the 
language. 

The Channel will dissem-
inate learning content for 
schoolchildren (Central & 
State Curriculum), teachers, 
teacher educators, and other 
stakeholders in the area of 
career guidance, skill training, 
mental health, class-wise cur-
ricular content, communi-
cation skills, as well as pro-
motion of Sign Language as 
a language subject, just like 
verbal languages like Hindi, 
English, etc. for all.

J&K Chief Secretary stresses for early restoration 
of Jammu’s heritage palace complex
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, 5 DECEMBER 

 
Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo 
on Thursday made a visit to 
Mubarak Mandi Heritage 
Complex here to take on 
spot assessment of the 
progress made on the works 
of conservation and protec-
tion going on for last few 
years. 

The Chief Secretary went 
around different heritage 
buildings of the complex 
and took cognizance of the 
conservation works being 
carried out there. He enquired 
about the subsequent plans 
of the society about adaptive 
reuse of the structures after 
their restoration. 

Dulloo also emphasised 
upon the Society to further 
pace up the work there for 
completing the same within 
a minimum timeframe.  

He maintained that the 
restoration of heritage is 
quite a technical work that 
demands due diligence and 

highly professional man-
power to accomplish the 
tasks. 

He directed for restoring 
the original magnificence of 
the complex besides pre-
serving its aesthetic appeal 
befitting its past glory. He 
went inside the renovated 
Darbar Hall currently hosting 
Dogra Art Museum where 
he went around different 
sections observing Numis-
matics Gallery, Jewellery 
Section, Archaeology Section 
and Master Sansarch and 
Gallery viewing the historical 
repository of artefacts on 
display there. 

He also took note of the 
progress made in restoration 
works being carried out in 
the structures like Raja Ram 
Singh’s and Raja Amar Singh 
Palaces besides the Museum 
building which is soon going 
to be completed to host an 
array of historically valuable 
antiquities proposed in dif-
ferent parts of this monu-
ment. He also took assess-
ment of the need for devel-
opment of multi-story parking 
lot for the ease of visitors 
besides beautification of 
courtyard and creation of 
other amenities in consul-
tation with INTACH here.

NSUI stages protest against 
govt on issues of education

BJP should fulfill its promise 
of giving MSP by accepting 
farmers' demands, says 
Hooda: Former Chief Minister 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda has 
claimed that the BJP has 
always failed to give DAP to 
farmers at the time of sow-
ing, urea at the time of irriga-
tion and MSP at the time of 
harvesting. This is the reason 
why farmers have to protest 
again and again for their 
demands.  He said the gov-
ernment continues to ignore 
the demands of the farm-
ers.“The government had 
announced to form a com-
mittee for MSP.” SNS

Indian Army innovates; from flood monitoring to high-altitude drones at Inno-Yoddha: The amputation of his father’s foot 
inspired Goa-based engineer Gurvinder Singh to design the Phoenix Foot, an advanced prosthetic offering ankle mobility to 
amputees. Developed in collaboration with the Indian Army's Pune-based Artificial Limb Centre (ALC), the Phoenix Foot is 
designed to support high-activity levels. Following successful trials at ALC, it is now ready for rollout. Unveiled at Inno-Yoddha 
2024-25, an Idea and Innovation Seminar by the Indian Army’s Design Bureau, the Phoenix Foot brings hope to amputees by 
enabling activities previously restricted by traditional prosthetics. Singh shared his journey, saying, “After my father’s foot was 
amputated due to an infection, he struggled with mobility. This inspired me to design Phoenix with the ALC team. Today, he 
walks 8,000–10,000 steps daily with ease.” The project, spearheaded by Singh with Lt Col Paramesar Reddy and Sub Yogesh 
Kumar from ALC, addresses the lack of affordable, high-quality prosthetics in India. SNS
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Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju, on Thursday, 
expressed disappointment 
over the Opposition's con-
duct during the ongoing 
Winter Session, highlighting 
the disruption in Parliamen-
tary proceedings. 

Speaking in the Lok Sabha, 
Rijijiu condemned Opposi-
tion leaders for wearing jack-
ets with “Modi-Adani Ek 
Hai’ written on them. 

He said the Speaker had 
said issues of both sides (the 
treasury and Opposition) 
would be heard but ''they 
(the Opposition) have come 
to Parliament in coloured 
clothes.'' 

An agitated Rijiju pointed 

out that they (the Opposition 
members) have broken the 
rules that don’t allow placards 
inside the house. ''Wearing 
coloured clothes they have 
started a fashion show outside 
Parliament. They have hurt 
the 'garima' (dignity) of Par-
liament. So, I condemn the 
Opposition party. They 
should not misbehave. What-
ever the Business Advisory 
Committee (BAC) has decid-
ed should be complied with,'' 
he affirmed. 

He further said that the 
Opposition should let the 
reply of the Railway Minister 
continue. He requested the 
Chair that the next Bill listed 
in the agenda should also 
be taken up today. He further 
said that there was no place 
for 'hungama' (ruckus).  ''By 

doing hungama, you don't 
get votes.  People will like 
you if you maintain good 
behaviour. People want to 
hear the debate,'' he stressed. 

BJP member Jagdambika 
Pal, who was in the Chair, 
said everybody decided in 
the BAC that the Bills would 
be taken up. ''You all decided 
that the bill should be taken 
up. You (the Opposition)
participated in the debate 
yesterday.  Now, you should 
listen to the reply of the 
minister,'' he said. 

The Railway (Amend-
ment) Bill is underway in 
the Lok Sabha for discussion 
and passing. Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw's reply 
was interrupted by opposi-
tion parties in the  
House. 
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T
he BJP on Thursday 
launched a scathing 
attack on Leader of 
Opposition in Lok 

Sabha Rahul Gandhi accusing 
him of being hand-in-glove 
with foreign forces aimed at 
''destabilising India''.   

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party head-
quarters here, BJP MP and 
national spokesperson Sambit 
Patra said, "There are certain 
forces that want to break 
India and play with its unity, 
and do not want India to 
progress. Recently, on Decem-
ber 2, a French newspaper 
called Mediapart revealed 
some shocking facts that are 
very serious." 

The BJP MP alleged that 
Rahul Gandhi is part of a 
"triangle" along with billion-
aire investor George Soros 
and news portal Organised 
Crime and Corruption Report-
ing Project (OCCRP) aimed 
at destabilising India. 

"We are going to talk about 
this dangerous triangle which 
is trying to destabilise India. 

In this triangle, on one side, 
it is George Soros from Amer-
ica, some agencies of America, 
another side of the triangle 
is a big news portal named 
OCCRP...the last and the 
most important side of the 
triangle is Rahul Gandhi, 
'traitor of the highest order'. 
I am not scared to say this 
word...I don't have any hes-
itation to call the LoP Lok 
Sabha a traitor," the BJP MP 
said. 

"It's notable that Rahul 

Gandhi consistently finds 
himself at the forefront of 
issues that compromise 
national interests. Moreover, 
he attracts admiration from 
individuals and groups that 
have anti-India sentiments," 
Patra said.  

"All anti-Indians and all 
those who hate India love 
Rahul Gandhi. What could 
be the underlying reasons 
behind that? The answer is 
clear!'' the BJP MP said. 

Accusing the Leader of 

Opposition in Lok Sabha of 
betraying the country, Patra 
claimed that Rahul Gandhi 
follows the directives of the 
OCCRP. 

"OCCRP is a global media 
agency, crores of people read 
what they publish...Open 
Society Foundation is a big 
funder of this agency...it is 
George Soros's 
foundation...such agencies 
work for the interest of the 
people who fund them...LoP 
Rahul Gandhi betrays the 
whole country...OCCRP dic-
tates and Rahul Gandhi fol-
lows," he added. 

Patra alleged Rahul Gandhi 
and US billionaire George 
Soros of sharing a common 
goal of destabilising  
India. 

"If OCCRP is hurt, Rahul 
cries, if Rahul cries, OCCRP 
feels pain. These are two 
entities, their soul is one... 
whatever (George) Soros says, 
Rahul says the same. Soros 
wants bad for India, Rahul 
Gandhi also wants bad for 
India... Salil Shetty accom-
panied him on the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra that he had started. 
Salil Shetty is Vice President 

of George Soros' Open Society 
Foundation. In this way they 
are two bodies and one soul," 
he said. 

Patra highlighted revela-
tions from the French news-
paper Mediapart, calling 
them "extremely grave." 

He claimed the "dangerous 
triangle" undermining India's 
unity involved Soros' Open 
Society Foundation, OCCRP, 
and Rahul Gandhi. 

"George Soros, based in 
the US, funds OCCRP, a 
global media organisation 
with around 50 partners 
worldwide. The third corner, 
directly linked to India, is 
Rahul Gandhi," Patra  
alleged. 

He alleged that OCCRP's 
investigative reports are influ-
enced by Soros' financial 
support. 

"If 70 per cent of an organ-
isation's funding comes from 
one source, it cannot claim 
neutrality. OCCRP serves the 
interests of Soros and hidden 
US agencies aiming to desta-
bilise nations," Patra said 
and claimed that Rahul Gand-
hi's actions often align with 
the OCCRP's narratives. 

BJP attacks Rahul Gandhi, says 
hand-in-glove with foreign forces

Rijiju slams Oppn members for 
protesting in black jackets in LS

J’khand Cabinet expanded with 11 MLAs sworn in as ministers
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The Hemant Soren-led Jhark-
hand government expanded 
the cabinet on Thursday with 
the induction of eleven new 
ministers.  

State Governor Santosh 
Kumar Gangwar administered 
the oath of office and secrecy 
to the new ministers at a cer-
emony held at the Raj Bhawan 
this afternoon. 

The cabinet now includes 
representation from Congress, 
the RJD, and the JMM, reflecting 
the alliance's spectacular victory 
in the recent state assembly 
polls. Among the MLAs that 
took oath as ministers on 
Thursday, six belonged to 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) 
and four to Congress while 
the RJD was also given a single 
ministerial berth in the Soren 
cabinet. 

JMM MLAs Yogendra 
Prasad, Sudivya Kumar, Ramdas 
Soren, Hafizul Hasan, Deepak 
Birua, and Chamra Linda were 
sworn in as ministers. From 
Congress, four MLAs, including 
Shilpi Neha Tirkey, Irfan Ansari, 
Dipika Pandey Singh, and 
Radha Krishna Kishore, have 
been inducted into the cabinet 
of CM Soren. RJD MLA Sanjay 
Prasad Yadav was also sworn 
in as minister in the JMM-led 
Mahagathbandhan govern-
ment in the state. 

The swearing-in ceremony 

commenced at noon with Pro-
tem Speaker Stephan Marandi 
taking the oath first. A senior 
JMM leader, Mr Marandi, was 
appointed during the first cab-
inet meeting held on 28 Novem-
ber. He will oversee the assem-
bly's proceedings until a per-
manent Speaker is elected. 

The ceremony was attended 
by prominent leaders, including 
CM Soren, Congress general 
secretary and state in-charge 
Ghulam Ahmed Mir, and RJD 
national general secretary Jay-
parkash Narayan Yadav among 

others. The cabinet appoint-
ments in the mineral-rich state 
reflect the power-sharing 
dynamics within the ruling 
alliance.  

It may be recalled that out 
of a total of 81 assembly seats, 
the JMM won 34, Congress 
16, RJD 4, and CPI-ML won 
two seats, the alliance thus 
holding a comfortable majority 
of 56 seats. The JMM-led alliance 
returned to power in November, 
defeating the BJP-led NDA, 
which won 24 seats. 

Mr Soren, who was sworn 
in as the chief minister on 28 
November, embarks on his 
new term in office, leading the 
state's efforts toward devel-
opment and governance under 
the alliance’s agenda. The cab-
inet has also announced a 
four-day assembly session 
from 9 to 12 December. Key 
legislative discussions are 
expected during this session.

BJP MP Sambit Patra alleged that Gandhi is part of a ‘triangle’ along with billionaire investor George Soros 

Divisive forces planning to spread conflict: CM Yogi
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath today  
remarked that the actions 
of Babur's commander in 
Ayodhya and Sambhal 500 
years ago, and the events 
happening in Bangladesh 
now, share the same under-
lying nature and intent. He 
cautioned against dismissing 
these issues as distant or 
irrelevant.  

In his address at the inau-
guration of the 43rd 
Ramayana Mela at Ram Katha 
Park here, the CM said, "Divi-
sive forces are already active 
within our society, working 
relentlessly to erode social 
harmony and unity. These 
forces aim to create rifts, stir 
discord, and incite violence. 
Many of those who promote 
division have properties in 
various countries and will 
flee in times of crisis, leaving 
others to suffer." The CM 
urged everyone to draw inspi-
ration from Lord Shri Ram's 

ideals and work towards real-
izing Prime Minister Modi's 
vision of 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat.' 

During the event, he also 
released a booklet and assured 
the committee of full gov-
ernment support.  He encour-
aged them to explore inno-
vative initiatives in Ayodhya, 
emphasizing the significance 
of research on the Ramayana 

and the restoration of Ayo-
dhya Dham’s ancient glory. 
The CM affirmed that the 
government remains com-
mitted to this cause through 
sustained and consistent 
efforts. 

Highlighting Lord Ram's 
legacy of unifying India and 
fostering social cohesion, 
Yogi stressed that a focus 
on unity could have prevented 

foreign invasions and the 
desecration of sacred sites. 
He lamented that internal 
divisions and social hatred, 
fueled by adversaries, weak-
ened the nation. He warned 
that remnants of these divisive 
forces persist today, exploiting 
caste-based politics to fracture 
the social fabric.  

The CM said, "Ayodhya 
has been a beacon of wisdom 
and welfare for humanity 
for thousands of years. It 
stands as a guiding light for 
the world, a land where no 
one would dare wage war. 
Free from hatred and conflict, 
Ayodhya offers solutions to 
global strife. By divine grace, 
Ayodhya Dham is emerging 
as a global spiritual and cul-
tural hub." 

He added, "In January, 
after a 500-year wait, Lord 
Ram was ceremoniously 
enshrined in the Ram Mandir 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Though the event took 
place in Ayodhya on January 
22, the celebrations resonated 
across India and the world." 

BJP govt in UP disregarding Places of Worship Act: Akhilesh Yadav
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Samajwadi Party President 
Akhilesh Yadav alleged here 
on Thursday that the BJP gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh was 
disregarding the Places of Wor-
ship Act. 

He said he can't understand 
what the BJP government 
wants by violating the law. 

Taking a dig at the ruling 
party for the recent survey of 
mosques in the state, he said, 
"Why is the BJP government 
not able to see Mount Kailash? 
If the BJP has the courage, it 
should go and do the survey 
of Mansarovar and Mount 
Kailash," he asked. 

In a statement, the SP pres-
ident reiterated his decision 
to visit Sambhal soon and 

help the people suffering from 
the government's apathy and 
get them justice. "I will continue 
to raise the Sambhal matter 
in the Lok Sabha and the 
Assembly and ensure justice," 
he assured. 

He said the BJP does injustice 
to the weak and touch the feet 
of the powerful. "The fake 
patriots of the BJP should tell 
whether they will build the 
Rejangla Memorial at the same 
place demolished by China. 

People of the BJP do not speak 
against China. They do not 
have the courage to speak 
against China. The BJP does 
not have answers to the big 
questions of the country," he 
alleged.  

Mr. Yadav said there was a 
tussle between Lucknow and 
Delhi in the BJP and the broth-
erhood of the country and the 
Ganga-Jamuni culture are 
crushed in this. He said the 
BJP government wants to hide 
the truth in Sambhal. 

"Leader of the Opposition 
in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
Mata Prasad Pandey and the 
Samajwadi Party delegation 
were not allowed to go there. 
Even Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
was not allowed. The govern-
ment has imprisoned the peo-

ple who were victims of the 
Sambhal incidents by filing 
false cases. When the Sama-
jwadi Party delegation went 
to meet him in jail to inquire 
about his problems, the gov-
ernment suspended the jailer. 
The government is doing injus-
tice. We want the government 
to listen to us and take action 
against the culprits but this 
government does not want to 
listen to us," he alleged. 

The SP chief said words 
like DNA do not suit the chief 
minister. They should not use 
such language while wearing 
saffron robes. Only scientists 
should talk about DNA. But if 
a chief minister talks about 
DNA, we all want to get our 
DNA checked. The chief min-
ister should also get his DNA 
checked. 

TENDER
MORE TENDER ADVTS 
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Tejashwi writes to Nitish 
seeking rectification of 
flaws in BPSC exams: 
Leader of Opposition (LoP) 
and former Deputy Chief 
Minister of Bihar, Tejashwi 
Yadav, has expressed seri-
ous concerns over issues 
surrounding the 70th Com-
bined Preliminary Examina-
tion of the Bihar Public 
Service Commission (BPSC).  
AGENCIES 
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